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Kastabala-Hierapolis Kazis1 2009-2010
Excavations at Kastabala-Hierapolis in 2009-2010

Turgut H. ZEYREK

Kastabala-Hierapolis, Anadolu’nun giinevdogusunda
Osmaniye lli'nin 12 km. kuzey-kuzeybatsinda, Cev-
detiye-Karatepe yolu uzerinde. Kesmeburun, Bahge ve
Kazmaca koylenmin ortasinda yer albir. Kemt Cevhan
{(Pyramos) Nehn'nin vakinlaninda kiigik bir avava hakim
xonumdadir

Kastabuala kentinin de yer aldig: Kilikia bolgesinden elde
edilen viizey buluntulan L.O. 2. bin ile Roma Impa.
ratorluk-ges Roma donemleri arasinda farkli dénemlere
tarthlenmigtir. Ancak Kastabala’nin O, 1. bin - Roma
Imparatorluk danem arkeolojist heniiz yeterince arasti-
rimamigtie. Kentte 2009 yilinda ilk kez baglatigumiz kazi
ve sonda) gahgmalanndan elde edilen sonuclar simdi-
den kentin bugtine kadar bilinen tarihgesini degistirmis.
tir. Geg Neolitik-erken Kalkolitik; 1.0, 5. yy.; 1O, 1418
oyy: LS. 2. vy LS, 4-6. yy. ve |.S. 1315, yv.'a tarihle-
nen buluntulann varligr Kastabala ve bolge arkeolojisine
dair eksik bilgileri tamamlayict bulgular vaad etmektedir,

Degerlendirmelerimiz ve arastirmalanimiz kentin sinirla-
rnin gineyde Ceyhan Nehn, kuzevde Karatepe, batida
Kirmith Kug Cenneti arasinda genigleyen verimli ovay
kapsachfin ortaya koymaktadir. Sur ile gevrili kent mer-
kezindeki yapilar kale tepesinin hikim oldugu kicik bir
vadinin kuzey, gliney ve dogu yamaclannda tespir edil-
migtir. Jeohzik calismalanimiz savunma sistermini bu
yonde belirlememize yardimer olmustur. Kayalik dogal
yukseltiler kuzeyde yerlesmenin dogal simnni olustur-
mugtur. Kentin kuzeybausinda, kalenin kuzevdogu ete-
ginde kayaya agilan gecit ban ile dogu konut alanlanmi
birbirine baglamaktadir. Antik kentin Roma Imparatoriuk
Donemi‘nde (LS. 2. yv.) sur duvan ile cevrili olmadig),
ilk savunma sisteminin LS. 4. yy. sonlaninda inya edildigi
dusunilmektedir,

sehir plancihigr agisindan stitunlu cadde verlesmenin
ana aksimt belidemektedir (Res. 1). Duvarlar ve tonozlar-
la egimli arazide diiz teraslar elde edilmistit. Yamaca
olurtulan izgara planh kentte merkezi yvapilagma ile
kamu vapilan arazinin ortasina yerlestirilmistir. Tivatro,

The ancient city of Kastabala-Hierapolls is Jocated 12

- ke north-northwest of Osmaniye in Cilicia. It is on the

25

Cevdetiye-Karatepe road, between the villages of
Kesmeburun, Bahge and Kazmaca. It dominates a small
plain nearby Ceyhan (Pyramos) River.

Survey finds in Cilicia can be dated to various periods,
ranging from the 2°° millennium B.C. to the Roman
Imperial and Late Roman periods. However, Kastabala’s
archaeology of the 1* millennium B.C, - Roman Imperial
period has not been properly investigated. Excavations
and soundings, initiated at the site in 2009, have already
changed the known history of the city. Presence of finds
found at the site range over a wide period of time, begin-
ning as early as the Late Neolithic and Early Chalcolithic
periods. Finds from the 5% century B.C. and the 1% cen-
tury B.C. ro the 1V century AD. were also found.
Additional finds continue through the 4* and 8" centu-
ries A.D. and into 13" and 15" centuries A.D. These
linds promise to assist in completing missing information
regarding the archaeological history of Kastabala and its
ENvirons.

Current surveys and research indicate the borders of
Kastabala extended to Ceyhan Nehri on the south,
Karatepe on the north and Kirmith Kus Cenneti (o the
west and show city center had been encircled with forti-
fications extending across the north, south and east
slopes of a small valley, dominated by & citadel
Ceophysical surveys assisted in the indentification of this
defense system. Naturally rocky heights border the set-
tlement on the nocth, and in the northwest of the city,
there is a rock-cut passageway In the northeast of the
citadel that connects western and eastern residential
areas. Evidence would indicate the city was not fortified
in the Roman Imperial peciod (2™ century A.D.} but pos-
sibly the first defense system was built later, in the late 4™
century the grid plan A.D.

from a point of city planning, the colonnaded street
constituted the main axis of the settlement (Fig. 1). On
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